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About the Book

The aim of this book is simple yet ambitious: to produce, in a single
volume, a reasonably detailed and complete history of the Raleigh cycle
company of Nottingham, from its founding to the present. It covers not
only bicycles, but also motorcycles, cars, vans, munitions, motorcycle
engines, and bicycle and motorcycle gears.

The story of Raleigh is fascinating in many different respects— the
people, the products, the production methods, and more. The
personalities involved were many and various, ranging from the founder’s
ambition to make the best bicycles money could buy to anonymous “suits
almost running the company into the ground from fancy offices in New
York.

»

But Raleigh also deeply touched the lives of tens of thousands of other
people who depended on it, directly or indirectly, particularly in and
around the city of Nottingham.

About the Author

Tony Hadland was born in Reading, England, and currently lives near
Oxford. He studied architecture at Oxford Polytechnic and building
surveying at Reading College of Technology. He worked in the property
services department of a major bank and later managed a community
museum. Today he is a freelance writer and public speaker.

Tony’s first bicycle was a second-hand Raleigh, given to him in the late
1950s. He has been cycling ever since. His other hobbies and interests
include radio, music, local history, and genealogy.

His previous cycling books include The Moulton Bicycle (1981, 1982,
2000), The Sturmey-Archer Story (1987), The Spaceframe Moultons
(1994 2010) and It’s in the bag! (with J. Pinkerton, 1996). He has edited a
number of cycling books by other authors and contributed to several
others.
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